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a trial judge is not required to accept a guilty plea. A judge can enter a plea of 
not guilty on behalf of the accused if he or she feels that the plea was not vol-
untary or that the defendant did not fully understand the implications of the 
plea. The judge may also believe that there is no factual basis for a guilty plea.

If a defendant pleads guilty and the judge accepts the plea, no trial 
date will be set. Instead, the judge will set a sentencing date. In most cases, 
a defendant must wait several weeks for the sentencing phase. In capital 
cases, the accused cannot enter a plea of guilty if the state is requesting the 
death penalty. See the “Criminal Justice and the Media” box in this chapter 
for an example of an unusual guilty plea.

If a defendant chooses to plead not guilty, that defendant is denying 
any guilt. The defendant then places the burden of proving guilt beyond a 
reasonable doubt on the prosecution. If a defendant pleads not guilty, the 
judge sets a date for trial.

The third type of plea is nolo contendere, or no contest. This is essen-
tially a guilty plea, but the defendant is admitting criminal liability for pur-
poses of this proceeding only. By entering a nolo plea, the accused waives 
the right to a trial just as if he or she had pled guilty. But this plea allows 
the defendant to avoid the implications of guilt in other proceedings, such 
as in civil court, where the accused may also be liable. This plea means that 
the accused did not formally admit to committing the act, which allows the 
defense to later claim that there was no guilty verdict. That being said, a 

Matthew Cordle, 22, posted a three-and-a-half-minute 
video on YouTube in which he said, “I killed a man.” 
When the video starts, the face of the confessor is 
blurred out of focus while he describes the events 
of the night of June 22, 2013. Cordle admits that he 
was out with a friend and drinking heavily. On the way 
home, he drove his Toyota Tundra the wrong way on a 
freeway and hit a Jeep. In the other car was a 61-year-
old man, Vincent Canzani, who was declared dead at 
the scene. In the video, Cordle’s face becomes clear 
as he continues to speak. Through the YouTube video, 
Cordle took responsibility for the events of that night. 
He told viewers, “Don’t be like me.” He claimed to have 
spoken to lawyers who told him to lie as a way to avoid 
punishment. But Cordle instead chose to produce the 
video and post it on a website called “because I said I 
would.” He claimed that if he was charged with criminal 

offenses as a result of the video, he would plead guilty. 
County prosecutors reviewed the video and Cordle’s 
confession and decided to present the evidence to 
the grand jury to determine if he should be indicted 
for aggravated vehicular homicide. They eventually 
charged Cordle with that crime, as well as for operating 
a vehicle while under the influence of alcohol. In the end, 
Cordle was sentenced to six months for driving under 
the influence of alcohol and six years for aggravated 
vehicular homicide. The sentencing judge also revoked 
Cordle’s driving privileges for the rest of his life.

The goal of the video, according to Cordle, was to help 
others make better choices, and to convince them not to 
drink and drive.

Castillo, M. (2013). Drunken driving video confession: “I killed a man.” 
Retrieved from http://www.cnn.com/2013/09/06/us/youtube-drunken-driving-
confession/index.html

CRIMINAL JUSTICE and the MEDIA:
PLEADING GUILTY ON YOUTUBE


